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SNAPSHOT OF HEALTHCARE IN NORTH CAROL

NC HEALTHCARE IN 2019

Medicaid/CHIP
23%

Total population = ~10,000,000
Medicaid/CHIP = 1,851,558
Marketplace = 505,159
Uninsured = 1,081,023 (11.4%,
down from 12.9%)

Employer coverage = 4,710,824
(46.9%)

Medicare = 1,486,571 (14.8%)

Marketplace
6%

Uninsured
13%
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MEDICAID IN NORTH CAROLINA

Over 1.8M North Carolinians covered by Medicaid/CHIP.

The federal government currently provides $66 for every $100 spent on
Medicald services in the state.

MEDICAID IN NORTH CAROLINA October 2019
9 9 32% 18%
" of NC of NC
11K population is population is
mllllon low-income covered by

total NC pﬂle'E:'ltiUﬂ (<200% FPL)

Medicaid/CHIP
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MEDICAID IN NORTH CAROLINA

In NC, Medlcald Covers:

11n 9 adults,
ages 19-64

"" 3 in 7 children
9

2 1n 3 nursing
home residents 500/0

53%

of adult Medicaid
enrollees are working
in NC

11n 3 Individuals

b i of children with special
with disabilities

o0 o .. _ health care needs are
""" 11In B_M.ed_lcare sovared by Medicaid in NC

beneficliaries

A Currently, NC Medicaid only covers a limited number of categories of people,
Including: children under the age of 19, pregnant women, caretakers of
children under 19, and individuals who are disabled.

A NC is one of 12 states that has not adopted Medicaid Expansion, which would

expand eligibility for Medicaid to individuals with income below 138%..’ o,
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MEDICAID EXPANSION

B oc

B Adopted and Implemented WM Adopted but Not Implemented B Not Adopted

...
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NOTES: Current status for each state is based on KFF tracking and analysis of state activity. 6Expansion is adopted but not yet implemented in MO and OK. (See

link below for additional state-specific notes). charlotte center
SOURCE: fAStatus of State Action on the Medi opdated NoEempea2) 2020chtips:Dveve.kifmighealtho KFF S@radeqal pdvwocady Fac
reform/state-indicator/state-activity-around-expanding-medicaid-under-the-affordable-care-act/ justice lives here.



https://www.kff.org/health-reform/state-indicator/state-activity-around-expanding-medicaid-under-the-affordable-care-act/

THE MEDICAID COVERAGE GAP

A Do not qualify for Medicaid because NC did not expand under ACA; and
A Incometoo low to qualify for help buying coverage through ACA Federal
Marketplace

Figure 1

Gap in Coverage for Adults in States that Do Not Expand
Medicaid Under the ACA

MARKETPLACE
MEDICAID NO COVERAGE SUBSIDIES

JIRIERIE

Limited to Specific
Low-Income Groups

0% FPL 40% FPL 100 / FPL 400 / FPL

Childless $8,532 for Parents $12,490foran $49,960foran
Adults in a Family of Three Individual Individual
| | (FF
Median Medicaid E"glb“lty Limits HEMRY J KAISER
as of January 2019 FAMILY FOUNDATION

A Medicaid expansion in NC would result in nearly 500,000 peopl&
becoming eligible for Medicaid! charlotte center
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OE7 HIGHLIGHZBIORTH CAROLINA

NC had the 8 highest enroliment #s of all FFM states for the FIFTH year in
a row!

505,159 North Carolinians selected plans on the Health Insurance
Marketplace during #Open Enrollment Period, including 125,635 new
consumers and 379,640-anrollees.

More than 90% of North Carolinians received some form of financial
assistance to help cover their health insurance costs.

Statewide, the average premium without a subsidy was $660, while the
average premium after tax credits were applied was $116.

Statewide, average premiums (before any subsidies are applied) for 2020
decreased from 2019 and continue to do so into 2021.
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MARKETPLACE PLAN SELECTNUNSSTH CAROLINA
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OE/7 HIGHLIGHEMECKLENBURG COUNTY

During the last open enrollment period (11/1/X912/15/19):.
A 60,438, the highest # of enroliments in the state!
- WakeA 52,807 down from 53,759
- GuilfordA 28,516 down fron28,680

In Mecklenburg County:
A 17,394 new consumers enrolled
A 52,669 consumers getting financial assistance
A Average premium for those receiving APTCs = $0a7/
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COVID -19
HEALTH POLICY
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PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY

A On 3/13/20, the President issued a proclamation declaring a
temporary federal public health emergency (PHE) due to CQ¥ID

A On 7/24/20, right before théHEdeclarationwas set to end,

HHSSecretary Alex Azaixtended thedeclarationanother 90 days
(to 10/25/20).

A On 10/23/20, the PHE declaration was again extended another 90
days (to 1/21/21).

A The declaration of the PHE has helped to provide extensions and
exceptions to some requirements of public benefit programs.

A NCDHHS has decided to extend most North Carolina public benefits

programs to reflect the PHE declaration. P
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NC COVH29 RESPONSHKEDICAID

During the PHE declaration, terminations have been suspended unless:

A move out of state,
A voluntarily terminate coverage,
A death, or

A no longer meets citizenship/immigration status requirements

Seltattestations are permitted, except for immigration status and
resources.

Extension of Refugee Medicaid (RMA) is still set to end 9/30/20.

All Medicaid beneficiaries, including FPP recipients, are eligible for free
COVID testing. COVID treatment is also covered by most Medicaid
programs with the exception of FPP.

Emergency Medicaid may cover CO¥8lated emergency but must be
coded properly by provider, otherwise will not be covered. $5-Q
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NC COVH29 RESPONEBMEDICAID RECERTIFICATION

A Recertifications have recently started back up, but no terms while
PHE Is in place.

A If continuing eligibility is established, coverage will be extended
another 12 months.

A If no longer eligible for Medicaid or eligible for a reduced progran
the beneficiary will receive an extension of full Medicaid
(categories may vary) another 6 months.

A All extended coverage due to COVID will be recertified for 6
months.

A Whether or not same benefit continues, beneficiary should
receive a MA8110 notice re the changes, modification, or
continuation of benefits. Py
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NC COVH29 RESPONSKEOVIBLY TESTING

A Individuals not eligible for Medicaid or only enrolled in FPP may stil
qgualify for COVIE19 Testing Medical Assistance if the individual:
A lives in North Carolina
A is a U.S. citizen, a U.S. national, or has eligible immigration status, and

A is not covered by other health insurance (Medicaid, Medicare, private
health insurance aka Marketplace)

A Individuals that meet these requirements can apply for assistance
viaePAS&t https://epass.nc.gov/mapplyfor-covid
testing/overview

A Note: This program is designed to only cover COVID testing, not
treatment.
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https://epass.nc.gov/nf-apply-for-covid-testing/overview

COVIEL9 RESPONgEHHE MARKETPLACE

A At the beginning of the pandemic, the Trump administration declined to open
a Special Enrollment Period (SEP) for individuals without insurance impacted
by the pandemic to enroll in coverage through the Health Insurance
Marketplace (aka Obamacare).

A However, in August we learned that healthcare.gov had activated the FEMA
SEP to allow individuals who had lost health coverage or qualified for another
SEP since 1/1/20 would be eligible to enroll in a Marketplace plan outside of
the Open Enroliment Period.

A Unfortunately, this information was not promoted or publicized, and many
eligible individuals did not know about or take advantage of this option.
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IMPACT OF COVID -19
ON NORTH CAROLINA
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IMPACT OF COVID ON NG FIRST 6 MONTHS

A Approximately 257,000 North Carolinians lost health insurance,
FY2dzy GAYy3 G2 | 02 AYONBIasS Ay

A This is in addition to the more than 1.1 million North Carolinians
already without insurance.

A According to a Census survey, lack of insurance is hitting people o
color disproportionately hard; 17% of Hispanic respondents report
being uninsured; 12% of Africakmerican respondents; and 6.6%
of White respondents.

A This is putting individuals in a dangerous situation, forcing them to

go months without necessary treatment or medications. .
e,
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IMPACT OF COVID ON NC

A Many people are dealing with being uninsured for the first time, in
the middle of a pandemic no less.

A A clinic in Wake County reported an increase in new patients
completing 810 new applications per week, compared t® 4re
pandemic.

A U.S. Census surveys show people who lost employment during the
pandemic are experiencing loss of insurance at far higher rates.

A In early October, a survey of 1,400 North Carolinians found roughly
15% who reported losing their job reported being uninsured.
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IMPACT OF COVID ON NG MEDCAID/COVERAGE G+

A Loss of income and private insurance has pushed tens of thousands to Medicaid.

A In August, 2,337,492 North Carolinians were covered by Medicaid, up from
2,186,142 in Februayll K 1 Qa 'y AYONBIFaS 2F mMpwmZ

A1l 2SOSNE Rdz2S G2 b/ Qa FFAfdz2NBE (2 SELJI Y
uninsured North Carolina families.

A 5dz28 (G2 b/ Qa FlFIAfd2NBE (2 SELI YR aSRAOI A
Medicaid category or subsidies through the Health Insurance Marketplace fall into
gap, referred to as the Medicaid Coverage Gap.

A According to the Kaiser Family Foundation, between March and May an estimated
178,000 North Carolinians who lost their job fell into the Coverage Gap.

A Before the pandemic, Medicaid expansion in North Carolina would result in nearly
500,000 people becoming eligible for Medicaid; and another 282,000 who have

become uninsured during the pandemic. °
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California vs. Texafackground

Under the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA), Congress set the ACA shared
responsibility payment to $0.

LY CSONHXzF NB Hamy S | IANRdzLd 2F Hna aal
F NBdzAy3 0KS AYRAOGARdzZFE YFIYRFEOGOS Aa y
taxing power, and therefore the entire law Is unconstitutional.

NY -

In December 2019, the U.S. Court of Appeals for th€iscuit affirmed the trial
O2dzNIIQa RSOAaAZ2Y OKFG GKS AYRBc®d Rdz f
F 8420AF0SR FAYIFYOAFE LISyYylFtae y2 f2y-:
TSRSNIf 3I20Q0U 0

Instead of deciding whether the rest of the ACA must be struck down,"the 5
Circuit sent the case back to the trial court for additional analysis.

However, SCOTUS agreed to review the case.

SCOTUS is hearing oral arguments on the case TODAY. o
.-.
The ACA remalins in effect while the litigation Is pending. charlotte center
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California vs. TexasPotential Impact

A If all or most of the law is struck down, it will have complex anddaching
O2y asSljdzSyoSa FT2NJ GKS ylIaAz2yQa KSIf
some way.

A ACA provisions that could be eliminated:

0 Protections for people with prexisting
conditions

0 Subsidies to make individual health
Insurance more affordable

0 Expanded eligibility for Medicaid

o Coverage for young adults up to age 26
dzy RSNJ G KSANJ LI NBy (aQ

o Coverage of preventive care with no
patient costsharing

ARy oD Bosts 3 - = 1 )} PELgAss
— - .. % i —— = ~

0 Closing of the doughnut hole under
aSRAOINBQ4 RNMXzA 0SYySTAU
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PUBLIC CHARGE IMMIGRATION RULE

A Public charge is an immigration rule that says application for visa or
permanent residency can be denied if applicant is likely to be
Aprimarily dependento on the gover

A Previously, public charge only applied to immigrants who received
cash benefits or long-term institutional healthcare paid for by the
gov ot

A Public charge applies to:

o People entering the U.S. with visas such as student, employment or
family-based visas

o People applying to adjust their 1 mmi
Residento (LPR or green card hol der)

o Lawful Permanent Residents seeking to reenter the U.S. after being out
of the country for six months or more

...
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To

PUBLIC CHARGBW/HAT HAS CHANGED

Under the new rule, the list of public benefits programs that can
be considered has been expanded to include the following
programs:
o Maedicaid (except emergency Medicaid, Medicaid for children under
21, and MPW)
o SNAP
o Cash assistance programs (SSI, TANF, etc.)

o Housing assistance

This expansion went into effect February 24, 2020.
Does not include benefits received by dependents.

In North Carolina, the chilling effect of the new rule could reach
530,000 people who live in a family with non-citizen member§. .
and receive income supports. oy
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NC Breast & Cervical Cancer Control Program

A

A

Prior to 10/1/20, women had to
pe diagnosed by a NC BCCCP
orovider to qualify for Breast &
Cervical Cancer Medicaid.

Effective 10/1/20, women can be
careened and/or diagnosed by
ANY provider but must be
referred a BCCCP provider to
receive Medicaid application
assistance.

While this change went into effect
on 10/1/20, women diagnosed
outside the program are still
eligible for 3 months of

retroactive coverage (if they have
bills).

27

ACCESS TO NC BREAST AND CERVICAL
CANCER MEDICAID EXPANDED

Until recently, women must have been screened by the NC Breast and
cervical cancer control program (usually through local health dept) BEFORE
their diagnosis to qualify for this program. Now women can qualify no matter

where they were screened and diagnosed. This change applies to women
diagnosed since July 1 2020.

TO QUALIFY YOU MUST:

1) Be uninsured or have insurance that does W e
not cover the necessary treatment (such as |

Family Planning Medicaid) S =

2) Have income under 250% of the poverty

line for their family size (including spouse’s Wy
income)

3) Be a US citizen or have a qualified

immigration status

TO APPLY FOR THIS PROGRAM:

Women should be referred to a BCCCP navigator.
In Mecklenburg county, call (704) 336-4700.
For more information, go to
www.bccep.ncdhhs.gov
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Spread the word!
The Affordable Care Act is still the law.
Help the uninsured understand their options.

Make your voice heard! Call your state legislators and tell them to support
expanding Medicaid and closing the coverage gap!

Need help? Call-855-733-3711or visitncnavigator.netfor appointment with
a health insurance navigator.

Interested In a presentation or have additional questions?
Contact Julieanne Taylor @ (980) 2856
or julieannet@charlottelegaladvocacy.org
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